 (Injury Prevention 1996; 2: 118-120) 
For the purpose of the present study guardians of 200 children (18 to 23 months old) who also contacted the outpatient clinics of the same hospital for any condition other than an injury during the same study period were asked whether, and for how long, they have made use of baby walkers. The analysis was done through simple cross classification of the data and application of the x2 test.
Results
The table shows the distribution of the 49 children with. baby walker related injuries according to the conditions and consequences of the injuries and the demographic characteristics of the victim. The majority of injuries were minor but there were also two cases with bone fractures and another with a second degree facial burn. Six children had to be admitted to the hospital, whereas for another seven a follow up visit was required.
More boys than girls were brought to the hospital with baby walker related injury andthe occurrence rate appears to be higher between 9 and 10 months than during the preceding three month period or the next seven month period. By far the most frequently affected body part was the head. Falls from heights are the dominant cause, but falls on the same level are also common. The most common site was stairs, inside or outside the house.
Among 20 5) 6 (12 2) 33 (67-3) 5 (10-2) 1 (2-0) 10 ( 20 5) 43 (87 8) 3 (6-1) 2 (4-1) 1 (2-0) 6 (12 2) 7 (14 3) 7 (14-3) 29 (59-2) *When there was more than one injury or they affected more than one body part, the distribution was based on the most serious injury.
base that generated the 49 cases equals approximately 3000 person years (14 000 x 0-66 x 0 33). The incidence of baby walker injuries is, therefore, 16 per thousand person years of users, although patterns and extension of use in the study base cannot be accurately measured. In the total population-among all babies, including non-users-the incidence of baby walker related injuries is approximately 3 The results of the present investiga-10letrzdou, Szmou, 3,kondrnas, I-zstevos, Lagos, 1-'apoutsakis tion, the first to be undertaken in Greece, and one of the very few in southern European countries, suggest that the incidence of baby walker related injuries is relatively high in Athens perhaps because most residents of this city live in multifloor apartment buildings. The profile of these injuries is similar in the population of Athens as in other populations where the phenomenon has been studied. The frequency of baby walker related injuries that require hospital contact is higher among babies with a mean age of 9 months,517 possibly because at this age babies can walk assisted but are unable to control the relatively high speed and sudden and rapid movements of the walker. In agreement with international experience, the large majority of baby walker related accidents occur on stairs, but falls at the same level are also common.`58189 The most frequently affected body part in this study, as well as in other population groups, was the head,34 1319 possibly because this is the protruding body part in most falls, and body mass is greater in the upper half of the body in the first 18 months of life.
An unexpected finding was that the severity of these injuries, as indicated by hospitalization, was higher among girls than among boys. One explanation may be that victims with injuries of minor severity are more frequently brought to hospital when they are boys. Such a differential hospital contact has been noted with respect to minor surgical operations in Greece,20 but an interpretation based on gender bias alone is countered by the fact that the male to female ratio was not higher in the present study than in most studies in other populations.5 13 An alternative is that the higher incidence of these injuries in boys reflects an element of male overactivity that may be selectively associated with minor injuries. Greater severity of baby walker injuries among girls has also been reported by other investigators.'8
IMPLICATIONS FOR PREVENTION
The results of the present study indicate that injuries from baby walkers are relatively frequent in Greece, possibly because the risks inherent in the device are compounded by the crowding of large segments of the Athenian population in multifloor buildings. The American Academy of Pediatrics has gone so far as to recommend banning movable baby walkers in the USA.2' Yet, it seems at present more feasible in Greece to bring the problem to the attention of the health professionals and to educate the public about the risks involved in the use of baby walkers, while working with the European Association for the Co-ordination of Consumer Representation in Satandardization (ANEK) to establish standards for manufacturing safer baby walkers. Experience in Canada, where baby walkers cannot be sold unless they are too big to go through a standard door, provides a useful model.
